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Abstract

This presentation reviews the relationship between the social economy and urban
regeneration, the contradictions embodied in its enactment and its potential as a site of
economic and political struggle. Drawing on global practice as well as a research partnership
on ethical development in Belfast’s inner-city, the paper looks at deliberate attempts to grow
the social economy in a disadvantaged and divided community, the limitations of its impact
and the implications for the regulatory environment, social finance and community
capacities. It also reflects on the importance of effective measurement regimes to understand
the impact of social enterprises on neighbourhood economies, forms of effective advocacy
and university-practitioner relations more broadly.
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